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Date 

The date concerning when the book of Galatians was written is determined primarily on 
who are the recipients of the book of Galatians (more details under recipients). Scholars who 
affirm a South Galatian theory tend to date the book of Galatians early, generally after Paul’s first 
missionary journey and either before or after the Jerusalem Council. If the book of Galatians was 
written after the Jerusalem council, the date of writing is around AD 50-57. If the book of 
Galatians was written before the Jerusalem council, the date of writing is around AD 48 or 49. 
Scholars who affirm a North Galatian theory tend to date the book of Galatians late, possibly 
along the route of Paul’s third missionary journey (around AD 53-57). The South Galatian theory 
of the recipients of the book of Galatians, combined with the book being written before the 


Jerusalem Council, around AD 48 or 49, is the most likely date of writing. 


Authorship 

New Testament scholars overwhelmingly affirm Pauline authorship to the book of 
Galatians. Some Dutch scholars in the eighteenth century, as well as B. Bauer and a handful of 
scholars influenced by him in the nineteenth century, rejected Pauline authorship. L. G. Rylands 
and F. R. McGuire also rejected Pauline authorship in the twentieth century. However, the 
handful of scholars who rejected Pauline authorship are far outweighed by the overwhelming 
majority of scholars who affirm Pauline authorship to the book of Galatians. The early church 
also affirmed Pauline authorship to the book of Galatians, and internally, the book of Galatians 


heavily bears Paul as the author.” Since Paul hand-wrote the postscript, the majority of the book 


l- Andreas J. Késtenberger, L. Scott Kellum, and Charles L. Quarles, The Cradle, the 
Cross, and the Crown (Nashville, TN: B&H Academic, 2016), Paul’s Letter to the Galatians. 
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could have been written by an amanuensis. However, Paul’s use of an amanuensis does not in 


any form diminish Pauline authorship of the book of Galatians. 


Setting/Historical Context 

The book of Galatians provides readers with a background of extremely early church 
history. First, Paul overviews the historical outline of his ministry in the book of Galatians. 
Additionally, the book of Galatians touches on some of the theological friction between Jewish 
Christians who had become Judaizers in the early church (requiring circumcision and the practice 
of the Jewish law to Gentile Christians as a means to retain salvation) and Gentile Christians in 
which the Jerusalem Council met to resolve this theological issue. The book further elaborates on 
Jewish versus Gentile Christian relationships by discussing that Jewish Christians can partake in 
table fellowship with Gentile Christians and not be considered in violation of Jewish purity laws 
regarding Gentiles, as both Jewish and Gentile Christians are saved through faith in Jesus Christ 
alone, negating the need for Jewish Christians to practice Jewish purity laws regarding Gentiles 


that would distance themselves from being in table fellowship with Gentile Christians.‘ 


Purpose/Occasion/Recipients 
While the book of Galatians was written to the people of Galatia, scholars debate 
concerning whether Galatia refers to ethnic Galatians or the province of Galatia itself. Ethnic 
Galatians stemmed from Gauls or Celts who lived in north central Asia Minor in the northern 
portion of Galatia. The theory that Paul wrote the book of Galatians to ethnic Galatians in 
northern Galatia is referred to by scholars as the North Galatian theory. The province of Galatia, 
however, was a Roman province in the southern portion of Galatia. The theory that Paul wrote 


the book of Galatians to churches in the Roman province of southern Galatia is referred to by 


3 David Noel Freedman, et al., The Anchor Yale Bible Dictionary (New York, NY: 
Doubleday, 1992), 872. 


4 Ibid., 873-74. 


scholars as the South Galatian theory. The early church fathers, commentators during the 
medieval period, as well as the reformers, all affirmed the North Galatian theory. Recent 
adherents to the North Galatian theory include J. B. Lightfoot and J. Moffat. W. Ramsay, F. F. 
Bruce, and R. Longenecker affirm the South Galatian theory. The South Galatian Theory seems 
the most likely due to the fact that Paul planted numerous churches in southern Galatia, although 
there is no record of Paul planting churches in northern Galatia.” Additionally, Barnabas is 
mentioned a few times in the book of Galatians in a sense that implies that he was a known figure 
to the churches in Galatia. While Barnabas did accompany Paul in his missionary journey that led 
to the founding of the southern Galatian churches, there is no clear evidence that Barnabas was 
involved in northern Galatian church planting or service.° 

The purpose and occasion for the book of Galatians deals with Paul’s emphasis on grace 
and faith alone in Jesus Christ as the true Gospel. Judaizers had infiltrated the church preaching a 
gospel message that required circumcision and adherence to the Mosaic law as a means to retain 
salvation. Paul wrote the book of Galatians to clarify that circumcision and adherence to the 
Mosaic law was not a requirement of salvation, and Paul clearly emphasized salvation as a gift by 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone.’ Paul also used the book of Galatians to defend his 
apostolic office, as the historical context alludes to the Judaizers questioning or diminishing the 


authority of Paul’s office as an apostle.* 


Place of Writing 


The place of writing for the book of Galatians is extremely difficult to discern for 


` Késtenberger, Kellum, and Quarles. 


é D. A. Carson and Douglas J. Moo, An Introduction to the New Testament, Second 
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certainty. However, for scholars who affirm the South Galatian theory and also affirm a date of 
authorship after the first missionary journey yet before the Jerusalem Council, the place of 
writing could possibly be from Antioch, Jerusalem, or some location Paul traveled to prior to his 
arrival at the Jerusalem Council.’ Other possibilities are Ephesus, Macedonia, or Corinth, 


although there is no certainty as to the actual place of writing the book of Galatians. !° 


* Késtenberger, Kellum, and Quarles. 
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